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“Arrupe Project” 

  

CONTEXT: 

 

The inspiration for “Arrupe Project” originates from a real necessity experienced by many foreigner 

students that, once arrived in Italy with a scholarship, must face many challenges especially 

concerning the accommodation and the process of integration in the new country.  

Finding a suitable accommodation has become a common problem to many students, firstly because 

of the lack of housing and rent solutions as well as room availability in the university colleges, 

secondly because of the landlords’ general reluctance towards foreign customers.  

In the last year the relationship between Associazione Popoli Insieme and the students living in the 

Centro Antonianum has grown stronger. This project comes from this collaboration: the idea is to 

welcome refugee students in the apartments of Centro Antonianum. Here the students will have the 

chance to share common spaces and daily routine.  

  

         PROMOTERS: 

 

Associazione Popoli Insieme ODV is a volunteering organization, founded in Padua in 1990 that, 

ever since, has been working and accompanying asylum seekers and refugees in their path of 

reception and inclusion in the city. As for today, the organization is active in many reception and 

inclusion projects, as well as educational projects, but also in awareness and cultural promotion 

activities.  

As part of Arrupe Project, Popoli Insieme will: select the potential student candidates, track the co-

housing experience development, organize orientation activities to Padua and promote the training 

program in conjunction with Centro Antonianum.  

 

Centro Antonianum is the Jesuit Ignatian Centre of Culture and Education in Padua. In its seat, two 

accommodation structures and co-living possibilities are to be found: the Antonianum shared 

apartments and the Residenza Messori Co-operative. Centro Antonianum offers to both structures the 

possibilty to experience co-living, deepen one’s inner life, react to social and environmental 

injustices, live the university time and the Ignatian cultural horizon as a shared search for meaning.  

As part of the Arrupe Project, Centro Antonianum’s task is to find and guarantee accommodation for 

potential student candidates, promote community life during the co-habitation as well as the training 

program in conjunction with Popoli Insieme. 

 

 

PROPOSITION: 

 

The proposition is to locate 4 refugee and/or asylum seeker university students at Residenza 

Messori and Antonianum, in group apartments where they can share the everyday student life with 

Italian students. Such students will be individuated among those who are not able to find an 

accommodation in Padua or that long to live a communitarian life experience. 

Italian students will have the chance to live the everyday life next to their foreigner colleagues in an 

intercultural context, with semi-structured programs that will guarantee space for their personal 

initiative. 
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This choice should translate in a project, that might change the commitment of the students in time 

and ways in agreement with Popoli Insieme, but always with respect to everyone’s study necessities 

and privacy. 

Anyway, the community daily life as well as the commitments made by the students must allow them 

to continue their university course of study in a serious and peaceful way.   

REQUIREMENTS: 

The selected students are required to:  

- Be enrolled to the University of Padua (Academic year 2022/2023); 

- Be refugees or asylum seekers (Applications from foreigner students with other visas will also 

be taken in consideration)  

- Have a basic knowledge of Italian language (at least A2 level); 

- Have a disposable income to cover rent and utilities expenses (in total 200,00 € per month); 

- Be willing to join an educational and community life program (next paragraph). 

 

EDUCATIONAL AND COMMUNITY LIFE PROGRAM: 

 

The project, and the following program, is addressed to refugee students that choose to 

● Live a community and university experience as a central hub for their education, while 

searching for an authentic academic and human excellence; 

● Join in a path of personal knowledge, care of the inner self, re-reading of one’s personal story, 

listening to existential questions, discovering one’s talents and desires, building on own’s 

future,  

● Face the encounter with the other with an open mind, in order to welcome his/her perspective 

and build a better society  

The program aims to the development of the following skills:  

● Personal skills: look with trust to the future, to oneself, to the others, to the world and to the 

process of change. 

● Relational skills: experiment a sense of belonging to humankind after being confronted with 

different social, economic, personal, and territorial contexts.  

● Methodological skills: get a life approach of constant research and willingness to embark new 

learning and life paths.  

To reach the described goals, the students commit to: 

1. Moments of conviviality. For example, with an “open” invitation to dinner and spare time 

moments to share with who wants to, but also to take part to the events and activities proposed 

by Popoli Insieme; 

2. Welcome small external groups to tell and share one’s own experience with the 

community;  
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3. Periodical dialogue and exchange with Popoli Insieme social workers. Every month a 

group meeting will be hold in order to evaluate the acquired skills;  

4. Training courses. To complete the curriculum, students will have the chance to undertake 

training courses from the Centro Antonianum educational offer (developed for resident 

students) and from Popoli Insieme educational offer (dedicated to young volunteers).  

Approximately, these activities will require a weekly commitment with 1 or 2 collective and/or 

training moments.  

 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION 

 

● Send your application via email to atosetti@popolinsieme.eu, please attach a copy of your 

visa (residence permit) and curriculum vitae by the 10th of July 2022; 

● Selection will be held in the month of July 2022. By September 2022 students will be 

contacted to sign the training program and the rental agreement.  

Rooms are available from october 2022. 

● Intended period of stay for foreigner students: max. 12 months; with shared evaluation on the 

continuation of the cohabitation every six months. 

● A social worker of Popoli Insieme will constantly monitor and supervise the cohabitation 

experience.  

—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Project contact person: Anna Tosetti  

E-mail: atosetti@popolinsieme.eu 
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